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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Conservation Commission 
Meeting Minutes of June 10, 2019 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission (ConCom) was held on Monday June 10, 2019 at 7 PM in the 
Selectmen Meeting Room, 1st Floor.  
 
The Conservation Commission's role is to preserve and protect the integrity of wetland systems in the Town. The Commission derives its 
authority from the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw.  
The Commission is also responsible for the promotion and sound development of the natural resources and protection of the watershed 
resources of the community. The Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of interests in land, subject to the approval of the Board 
of Selectmen. 
Conservation Commission 3-year Terms: R. Burnett (2019); P. Colarusso (2019); L. Maestranzi (2021); M. Novak (2020); M. Reid (2019); A. 
Syed (2020); Open Seat (2021)  
 
• Call to order - With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 
Commissioners present: Phil Colarusso, Chair; Leo Maestranzi; Malcolm Reid; Asma Syed 
Not present: Robert Burnett; Michael Novak 
Also present: Melissa Berry, Conservation Agent; Catherine Tinsley Recording Secretary (A-8:05 pm) 
 
The Chairman announced the meeting was recorded for the purpose of preparing the minutes.  
 
Public Hearings Cont. from May 13, 2019  
 
• Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) 

Applicant: David and Aimee Stidsen 
Location: 29 Pleasant St, Wenham MA (Map 12, Lot 5) 
Project: Proposed removal of existing asphalt driveway, and addition of gravel driveway (after the house), two car garage 
and accessory apartment within jurisdictional proximity to the Wetland Resource Areas.  
 RDA Application April 22, 2019 
 Site Plan October 15, 2018 

 
Aimee Stidsen, property owner, was present and spoke to request to the RDA and gave a brief overview of the proposed 
project. 
Mr. Colarusso observed during the site visit that there was a vertical drop off of the wetland creating a more significant 
separation between the wetlands and proposed work then thought.   
There was also an existing chicken coop on the property slated for removal. 
The Commissioners asked that silt fence be installed around the entire work area including from the edge of the building to the 
street where the asphalt is being removed.  
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously to grant a negative determination for 29 Pleasant Street, with conditions as noted attached. 
 
There is a 10-day appeal period for this decision and the applicant was advised not to start work until the appeal period has 
passed: work done within the 10 days is done at the applicants own risk. 
 
• Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) 

Applicant: Leary Realty 5 LLC for the Hunter Group 
Location: 9 Grapevine Rd., Wenham MA (Map 30, Lot 10) 
Project: Install septic and leaching field within jurisdictional proximity of the Wetland Resource Areas.  
 RDA Application April 17, 2019 
 Septic Plan EPS # 19-04 March 25, 2019 

 
There was no one present to represent this application. 
The applicant submitted the updated plan to show the wetland line on the septic plan as requested by the Commissioners to 
show the wetlands and septic plan on the same diagram. 
The Commissioners held their vote on May 13 for the applicant to submit a plan that showed the resource area. 
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This work is outside of the 50-foot buffer zone but within the 100-foot buffer zone with no alternative location on the property 
to put the septic. 
Ms. Berry confirmed the erosion control was in place. 
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously to grant a negative determination for 9 Grapevine Road. 
 
Public Hearings 
 
• Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) 

Applicant: Michael Belliveau and Anne Bellefeuille 
Location: 30 Mayflower Dr., Wenham MA (Map 15, Lot 6) 
Project: Removal of 12 trees within 30 feet of Wetland Resource Areas.  
 Public Hearing Notice  
 RDA Application  
 DeRosa Environmental Consulting Topographic Map, Tree Removal Plan Overview, Aerial Photograph, Wetlands 

Map, NHESP Map, National Flood Hazard Layer FIRMette, Abutter List, Affidavit of Service dated May 29, 2019  
 Letter from Arborist April 29, 2019 

Ms. Berry read the Public Hearing notice as published in the HW Chronicle May 30, 2019. 
Tyler Ferrick, DeRosa Environmental, represented the property owners and spoke on the RDA and referenced a property plan 
and wetlands map in the packet. 
Michael DeRosa performed the wetlands delineation.   
The white pine trees proposed for removal have been assessed by Iron Tree and declared healthy but as a shallow rooted 
species, hazardous, and are within “fall distance” of the house.  There is a history of trees falling on this property; this is a 
proactive approach by the homeowner. The trees will be flushed cut and left; there is no stump removal. 
The hearing was open for questions and comments.  
Mr. Colarusso observed that with tree so close to the resource area, that the RDA may not be the appropriate way to go, but 
rather a Notice of Intent (NOI).  The Commissioners will do a site visit prior to making a decision. 
Mr. Maestranzi questioned if the trees would be replaced.  The homeowner did not indicate planting any other trees. 
Mr. Ferrick offered to talk to his client about a planting option best suited for this resource area. 
A site visit was planned for Friday June 14. 
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously to continue the hearing to a date certain of June 24, 2019, 7 pm at Town Hall. 
 
• Notice of Intent (NOI) 

Applicant: LoneTree Landscape Design & Consulting, LLC 
Location: 1 Laurel Dr., Wenham MA (Map 25, Lot 27) 
Property Owners: Bryan and Kimberly Menegoni 
Project: Construction of a patio and tree removal within jurisdictional proximity of the Wetland Resource Areas.  
WPA Form 3 NOI May 17, 2019 
 Public Hearing Notice  
 Abutter notification 

Ms. Berry read the Public Hearing notice as published in the HW Chronicle May 30, 2019. 
 
Present: Ann McMenemy, Senior Wetland Scientist/Ecologist, Hancock Associates representative of the property owner 
Bryan Menegoni, who was also present.  The applicant, Monica Feck, LoneTree Landscaping along with Brian Fisher were also 
present.  
Ms. McMenemy informed the Commission that the plans, as submitted, were not stamped by the engineer and that she would 
leave a stamped copy with Ms. Berry; there were no changes made to the plans. 
Ms. McMenemy delineated the wetlands.  The project is a raised patio in the similar location as a previous patio, and a portion 
of the proposed tree removal is within the 50 foot no disturbance zone and 20 feet within the Border Vegetated Wetland; all 
manicured, landscaped area.  The DEP file was received back with no comments.   
Those trees, as identified in the application, would be flat cut and stumped and the area spread with loam, (grass)seeded, and 
broadcast to stabilize the ground and blend with the existing lawn.  Some of the trees are in decline and one is hanging 
precariously over a neighbors’ property/house.   
The homeowner answered questions from the Commissioners. 
The tree removal can be done either by crane or climbed and removed by hand; no equipment needs to be on the property. 
The homeowner preferred not to reconfigure the entire plan to be out of the no build zone noting there are plantings and 
landscaping.   
The Commissioners planned a site visit for Friday June 14. 
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously to continue the hearing to a date certain of June 24, 2019, 7 pm at Town Hall. 
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Administrative Business:  
 
• Review 49 William Fairfield Dr. (Lot 7A) request for Certificate of Compliance (CoC) 
Property owners: Chad & Ellen Smith, present 
Ms. Berry gave an overview of the homeowner’s request for CoC and explained that in the Order of Conditions from 1980 
when the Tucker Estate was originally divided a few properties were identified as needing to submit a new Notice of Intent 
when the lots were built on.  In 2002 when the Smith’s purchased the property the conservation Agent signed off that this lot 
was out of jurisdiction and did not need to file.  The Conservation agent signed off again when work was permitted in 2005 and 
2007 for work. This would be a partial CoC releasing this lot (7A) form the original 1980 Order of Conditions.  
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously to grant the partial Certificate of Compliance for Lot 7A, 49 William Fairfield Drive. 
 
Regarding the 1981 Order of Conditions, Ms. Berry explained that the septic design application submitted in 1981 was never 
built and has expired.   The homeowners chose instead to build their septic on the highest point of the property; this had no 
impact to the wetlands.   
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously to grant the Certificate of Compliance for the 1981 Order of Conditions for 49 William Fairfield Drive.  
 
•  Discuss parking lot paving at 154 / 158 Main St.  
Property owners Maria Lekkakos and Marc Harris were present to inquire about patch, repair and resurfacing the shared drive 
between the two buildings.  The property was paved 11 years ago and is now in need of some patch work was done but total 
resurfacing is necessary.  Ms. Lekkakos referenced a 2011 Site Plan to show the Commissioners the area involved in the request, 
and noted the paving would be within the existing footprint. 
The Commissioners informed Ms. Lekkakos and Mr. Harris that due to the proximity of the wetlands to the driveway this 
project would require filling a Request for Determination. 
The Chairman noted flood storage issues were the reason that gravel was used and this area may not be paved. 
 
• Discuss beaver deceiver information  
Marion Streeter, Maple Street, was present and participated in this discussion. 
Mr. Maestranzi and Ms. Berry went to the meeting at the HW Library on May 29 about beaver control. Ms. Berry gave an 
overview of the meeting.  A representative from Mass Fish & Wildlife spoke specifically regarding the 30-day permit and it was 
noted that these permits are not the preferred way of the Mass Fish & Wildlife and only one has been issued the past 3 years.  
The recommended and preferred method is proactive trapping during the seasons of November 1 through April 15 using 
specific traps.  Ms. Berry added that there are some specific types of traps have been banned.   
Mike Callahan spoke on flow devices; there are different type for different scenarios with cost estimates showing this method is 
the most cost-effective approach over time. 
The DPW is not in favor of flow devices and favor trapping and typically does a ten-day emergency trapping. 
It was also noted that a permit is required to breech a beaver dam. 
 
• Discuss brush clearing at Wenham Pines, 65 Main Street  
The owners of the Wenham Pines would like to clear a specific area to increase a golf course view.  This area is in the 
Conservation Restriction and the request includes to remove growth/ brush.  Ms. Berry noted her concern that this would 
eliminate a lot of wildlife habitat and does not appear to increase the view significantly.   
The Commissioners will do a site visit. 
 
• Approve Meeting Minutes - May 13, 2019 
The Commissioners unanimously approved the minutes as edited. 
 
• Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
Ann McMenemy, Hancock Associates, is also representing the property owners of Juniper Street and has a scheduled meeting 
next week with them.  Ms. Berry will speak to the homeowner to schedule them on an agenda in July.  
 
• Adjournment - The Commissioners voted unanimously to adjourn at 8:22 pm.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
7.6.19 
 


